
Minutes of the Blythe City Council
June 14, 2016

The   June   14 ,  201 6   M eeting of the Blythe City Council was called to order at  6 : 0 0 p m in the 
Council Chambers by  Mayor   DeConinck . Also in attendance  were   Vice Mayor Wad e  and  
Counci l Members   Galvan ,  Reynolds  and Egan .   Staff in attendance included:   Interim City 
Manager and City Clerk Crecelius,  City Treasurer  and Interim Finance Director  Elms ,  Police  
Chief Wade ,  Public Works Director  Baldizzone ,  Planner Burrow  and City Attorney 
Bettenhausen.

The Pledge of Allegiance   was  led by   Mayor  DeConinck .    The invocation was offered by 
Councilman Galvan. 

REPORT OUT FROM CLOSED SESSION:  City Attorney Bettenhausen reported the Council 
met in Closed Session to discuss item #1, Personnel, Pursuant to Government Code Section 
54957, City Manager Recruitment. Direction was given and no formal action was taken. 

PRESENTATION:
Centennial Poster Contest Winners.   Nick Janes with First Solar presented the winners 

of the Centennial Poster Contest. Winners include: Juan Tellez,  Yasmin  Rios, Marlene  Ayla , 
Manuel Valencia and Callie Bradstreet. Runners up included: Shelby Hoover, Tatum Sutterfield 
and Victoria Mallett. A photo of the winners was taken to be published in the newspaper.

CONSENT CALENDAR:   Items on the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be 
enacted with one motion of the Council.  If any item requires individual consideration, it will be 
removed from the consent calendar and acted upon separately.
2. Posting of the Agenda. 

The summary of agenda items were posted on the bulletin boards on the outside of the 
public entrance to the Council Chamber and near the inside entrance of the Council 
Chamber on Friday, June 10, 2016. 

3. Approval of the Warrant Register.
Recommendation: Approve  6/14/16 ,   warrants numbered 64260 through 64335 and 
warrants numbered 64336 through 64350 in the amount of $351,804.41 and  6/14/16, 
warrants numbered 64351 through 64426 in the amount of $261,081.         

  4. Approval of the Payroll Register.
Recommendation: Approve  6/14/16,  warrant numbered 48303 in the amount of $500.00;  
6/14/16,  warrants numbered 48304 through 48331 and Direct Deposits numbered 36741 
through 36794 in the amount of $229,991.67;    6/14/16,  warrants numbered 48332 
through 48335 in the amount of $12,701.25;  6/14/16 , warrants numbered 48336 through 
48361 and Direct Deposits numbered 36795 through 36848 in the amount of 
$226,754.74;  6/14/16,  warrants numbered 48362 through 48371 and Direct Deposits 
numbered 36849 through 36945 in the amount of $61,182.84 and  6/14/16,  warrants 
numbered 48372 through 48399 and Direct Deposits numbered 369464 through 36999 in 
the amount of $227,243.65. 

5. Minutes of the May 27, 2016 Special City Council Meeting.
Recommendation: Approve the Minutes of the May 27, 2016 Special Meeting.

6. City of Blythe Permits Issued in May 2016. 
Recommendation: Receive and file this monthly report.

7. City of Blythe Fire Department Monthly Activity Report for May 2016.
Recommendation: Receive and file this monthly report.



8. Blythe Police Department Monthly Activity Report for May 2016.
Recommendation:  Receive and file this monthly report.

9. Agreement for Police Services between City and Palo Verde Unified School District.
Recommendation: Authorize the City Manager to execute all actions necessary to enter 
into an Agreement with PVUSD to fund one half of an Officer’s salary for the 2016/17 
school year. 

10. Request for Display of Fireworks, Blythe Fire Department. 
Recommendation: Approve the Blythe Fire Department’s Application for Firework 
Display for the annual 4th of July Fireworks show held at the Fair Grounds.

11. Request for Sale and Display of Fireworks, Victory Outreach.
Recommendation: Approve two applications submitted by Victory Outreach for the sale 

of fireworks at 1455 W. Hobsonway and 738 W. Hobsonway.
12. Request for Sale and Display of Fireworks, Tony Ojeda/Blythe First Assembly of 
God.

Recommendation: Approve two applications submitted by Tony Ojeda and First 
Assembly of God for the sale of fireworks at 840 E. Hobsonway and the corner of W. 
Hobsonway and Willow St.

13. Annual Reaffirmation of the City’s Investment Policy.
Recommendation: Adopt the Investment Policy for FY 2016/17 as required by 
Government Code Section 53646.

14. City Manager Employment Agreement.
Recommendation: Authorize the Mayor to enter into an Employment Agreement with 
Peter Cosentini for the position of City Manager.

15. Biennial Review of the Conflict of Interest Code.
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution No. 2016-018, directing review of the Conflict of 

Interest code for designated employees.
RESOLUTION NO.  2016-018. A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLYTHE, 
CALIFORNIA DIRECTING THE REVIEW OF THE CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE FOR DESIGNATED 
EMPLOYEES AND OFFICIALS. 

16. Appropriations Limit for Fiscal year 2016-17.
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution No. 2016-016, establishing the appropriations limit.

RESOLUTION NO.   2016-016. A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLYTHE, 
CALIFORNIA, ESTABLISHING THE APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016-017 FOR THE 
CITY OF BLYTHE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF DIVISION 9 OF TITLE 1 OF THE 
CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT CODE.

17. Rejection of Claim, Maria G. Jaramillo.
Recommendation: Reject this claim pursuant to law. 

No public  comment. Vice Mayor Wade asked if the amendments to the City Manager’s 
Agreement needed to be stated for the record. City Attorney Bettenhausen stated the amendment 
is to state the relocation expenses being provided require relocation within 90 days. Failure to 
move within 90 days requires the relocation expense to be reimbursed  to the City .   Councilman  
Reynolds  moved approval of the Consent Calendar. The motion was seconded by Councilman  
Galvan with a unanimous aye vote.

PUBLIC HEARING:
Amendments to the Parking Ordinance.  Interim City Manager Crecelius stated this 

item has been on the Agenda for quite some time. Staff was directed to hold another study session 
to further discuss this item. That Study Session has yet to be scheduled .   S ubsequent to the Public 
Hearing staff is asking Council to either move forward with scheduling a Study Session or  to 
table this item if there is no longer interest by a majority of the Council to continue. 



Vice Mayor Wade stated I think this is an issue, but we have bigger issues that need to be 
discussed and I don’t think we need to move on. 

Councilman Reynolds agrees. Once we have our ducks in a row then we can address it but at this 
point I don’t want to move forward. 

Mayor  DeConinck  stated a lot of these items are already in our Ordinance.  There could be some 
things that can be enforced. 

Public Comment.   Richard  Selph  of 492 N. Earl St. thanked Council for seeing what the 
community really cares about and what is more important for this Community and the Council to 
look at. The water is hopefully #1 on the priority list. He thanked Mr. Brown for doing a sweep of 
the City and noticed he has been more proactive.  

This item was tabled by Mayor DeConinck.

NEW BUSINESS: 
FY 2016/17 Operating and Capital Budget.   Interim Finance Director Elms stated  staff 

has worked over the last several months in developing a budget that meets the requirements 
necessary to continue operations for the 2016/17 fiscal year.  Before you today is what staff 
believes to be a final draft of the 2016/17 Operating and Capital Budget for the City of Blythe. 
Staff reviewed  the budget  in depth with the Finance Committee on  May  12 th  and with the full 
Council in an open Study Session on May 26 th . The total operating and capital budget for all 
funds combined is $32,451,498.00, with the General Fund making up $9.3 million of that $32 
million. Staff is proposing a balanced budget with available recourses exceeding or equivalent to 
the requirements needed with the exception of the Lighting District Fund. Although staff was 
unable to balance the Lighting District Fund before today’s possible adoption of the budget, staff 
would like to note we are actively working on possible solutions to correct the problem.  It is 
recommended Council adopt the 2016/17 Operating and Capital Budget  including all summaries 
and schedules attached to and made a part of. 

No public comment.

Councilman Reynolds stated he spent an hour yesterday with the Interim City Manager and 
Interim Finance Director because I was still not comfortable. After spending the time with them 
they explained to me enough to convince me this is a good document and I would like to thank 
them for their time and helping me to understand. I still have some issues but I don’t have a 
problem. 

Vice Mayor Wade  motioned to adopt Resolution No. 2016-019 adopting the City’s fiscal year 
2016/17 Operating and Capital Budget. The motion was seconded by Councilman Reynolds with 
a unanimous aye vote.

RESOLUTION NO.   2016-019. A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLYTHE, 
CALIFORNIA ADOPTING THE FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017 OPERATING AND CAPITAL BUDGET.

Street Project Identification.  This item was pulled from the Agenda.

Uniform Public Construction Cost Accounting Procedures.   City Attorney 
Bettenhausen stated  this item was brought to you in an effort to bring a higher level of efficiency 
to the current procedures. Under State law, public projects over $5,000 are required to be bid. 



Public project s  include repair of streets  and  demolition of fences  as a few examples. B ased on the 
number alone it creates a burden on City staff to do the formal bidding process. The  u ltimate goal 
of the State law is cost efficiency. The State legislature recognized that the $5,000 amount was 
low and authorized an alternative procedure for bidding. This is for bidding, not approval of 
contracts.  The  City may elect to be part of this which is what we are trying to accomplish tonight. 
This is the Uniform Public Construction Cost Accounting Act. For public project s  under $45,000 
bidding is not required at all.  P rojects  that cost between  $45,000  and  $175,000 may be done by 
informal bidding and projects over $175,000 are done by formal bidding.  These  are not strict 
guidelines and the Council has discretion over  any public project. These are thresholds allowing 
City staff flexibility. There is a separate aspect for purchasing of supplies, equipment and 
services. State law allows Cities to set their own policy when it comes to those. We have a policy 
for that in place. The  R esolution before you tonight is limited to public projects and electing to 
participate in the Uniform Public Cost Construction. Also before you is an Ordinance to amend 
the Municipal Code basically putting into the public record  that  we have this structure in place 
and amending the purchasing policy for services, supplies and equipment to match this alternative 
procedure for public projects. Under the current purchasing policy projects over $20,000 for 
supplies, equipment and services must be formally bid.  There are some amendments to  the  
purchasing authority. The City Man a ger is authorized to approve contracts under $15,000 
currently. One minor change I would recommend that is not in you packet is under section 2 
. 6 5 .080 subsection D.   I would add to this section :  or purchases orders for recurring operating 
expenses that do not exceed the amount appropriated by Council. 

Councilman Egan asked if we were required to purchase off the State bid list. It was stated no if it 
was under $45,000. If it’s over you will contact a minimum of three bidders , but purchasing from 
the State bid list is still an option but not required.

No public comment. Vice Mayor Wade moved approval of staff’s recommendation as amended. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Galvan with a unanimous aye vote. City Clerk 
Crecelius read the Title of the Ordinance into the record. 

RESOLUTION NO.   2016-020. A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLYTHE, 
CALIFORNIA, ELECTING TO BECOME SUBJECT TO THE UNIFORM PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION COST 
ACCOUNTING PROCEDURES.

ORDINANCE NO.  878-16. AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLYTHE 
AMENDING CHAPTER 2.65 TO TITLE 2 OF THE BLYTHE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO 
PROCEDURES FOR PURCHASING AND PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS. 

ORAL REPORTS:
Interim City Manager Crecelius reported the City has been working on a Centennial Celebration 
for the City’s Birthday. The event will take place on July 23 rd  at 10:30am at the Community 
Center. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

MEMBER COMMENT:
Councilman Reynolds thanked everyone who participated in the water safety extravaganza event.

ADJOURN:
The City Council meeting was adjourned at 6:30pm.



________________________________
Joseph DeConinck, Mayor

ATTEST:

_______________________________
Mallory Sutterfield-Crecelius, City Clerk
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